


ARTICLE 7      SIGNS

SECTION 701    	INTENT AND PURPOSE  

The intent of this Article is to provide a comprehensive system of sign regulation for Miami Township that recognizes the necessity and desirability of communication by outdoor signs while promoting an order to signage which eliminates visual clutter and confusion within the physical environment. This article also seeks to define types of signs, identify sign restrictions and to protect the safety and general welfare of the public within Miami Township by encouraging compatibility between the design and functional nature of the sign and its location within the physical environment, thus reducing the propensity for traffic accidents and personal hazards caused by distractions, sight obstructions, and unsafe structures.

SECTION 702	PERMIT REQUIREMENTS
	
	702.1	The erection or location of any sign within Miami Township shall require a zoning sign permit prior to posting, unless otherwise specified within this article. 
	702.2	Signs exempt from obtaining a required zoning sign permit include:
		A.	Signs required by any law, ordinance or governmental regulation.
		B.	Signs erected for the purpose of traffic control, civil defense, or other similar public functions.
		C.	Signs which cannot be viewed or are not intended to be viewed from any street or other property.
		D. 	Temporary signs, as defined in Section 703 of this Resolution.
 
SECTION 703 	TEMPORARY VS. PERMANENT

	703.1	Temporary signs are generally defined as any sign not permanently attached to the ground, wall, or building, and intended for display for a limited period. 
	703.2	Temporary signs shall only be erected for a period of no more than 60 days in a 12-month period.
	703.3	Temporary signs do not require a zoning permit, but shall follow all size, location and setback regulations within this article.
	703.4	Permanent signs are defined as any sign that is securely attached to the ground, wall or building and intended for display for an unlimited/ indefinite period. These signs shall be regulated, but any temporary messaging on a permanent sign will not be regulated.  For example, a permanent sign with temporary digital messaging or removable lettering may only be regulated in terms of size and placement, regardless of the message.


SECTION 704	GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

All signs erected or located within Miami Township shall be in conformance with the following requirements:
	704.1  	All permanent signs shall be securely fastened by posts or other substantial supportive structure(s) to effectively minimize danger to property and/or people.
	704.2  	Lighting directed toward a sign shall be shielded so that it illuminates only the face of the sign and does not shine directly into a public right-of-way or adjacent property.
	704.3 	Signs shall not prevent free ingress to or free egress from any door, window, or fire escape.
	704.4 	Signs shall not be erected or located upon any property or building without the consent of the owner(s) or an authorized representative.	

SECTION 705	PROHIBITIONS

	705.1	Signs shall not be located or designed so as to interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be confused with any authorized traffic control sign, signal, or device.
	705.2	Signs shall not be located in any road right-of-way.  Signs in the right-of-way within the township, may be taken down by township officials.
	705.3	Signs shall not obstruct free and clear visibility at any intersection. 
	705.4	Illuminated and digital signs are prohibited in agricultural and residential districts.
	705.5	Moving or animated signs are prohibited in agricultural and residential districts.
	705.6	No sign shall be posted on the roof of any building.
	705.7	Vehicles and trailers shall not be parked and used as a sign, whether partial or fully.

SECTION 706	SIGNS BY DISTRICT

	706.1	Agricultural Districts
		A.	Signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet per sign face.   If poles or other supports are used to elevate a sign, they shall not exceed five (5) feet above the grade of the adjacent road.
		B.	Free-standing signs shall not exceed ten (10) feet in total height, including supports.
		C.	There is a maximum of two (2) permanent signs permitted per lot. 
		D.	Signs must be set back fifteen (15) feet from the front lot line, or set back beyond the designated right-of -way, whichever is further. 
		E. 	Signs must also be set back twenty-five (25) feet from adjacent residential property lines. And fifteen (15) feet from any adjacent non-residential property lines.
	706.2	Residential Districts
		A.	Signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet per sign face.  If poles or other supports are used to elevate a sign, they shall not exceed three (3) feet above the grade of the adjacent road.
		B.	Free-standing signs shall not exceed six (6) feet in total height, including supports. 
		C.	There is a maximum of one (1) permanent sign permitted per lot. 
		D.	Signs must be set back fifteen (15) feet from the front lot line, or set back beyond the designated right-of -way, whichever is further.
		E. 	Signs must be a minimum of ten (10) feet from adjacent property lines.
	706.3	Business and Industrial Districts
		A.	Signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.  If poles or other supports are used to elevate a sign, they shall not exceed five (5) feet above the grade of the adjacent road.
		B.	Free-standing signs shall not exceed ten (10) feet in total height.
		C.	There is a maximum of two (2) permanent signs permitted per lot. 
		D.	Signs must be set back (15) feet from the front lot line, or set back beyond the designated right-of -way, whichever is further.
		E. 	Signs must also be set back (10) feet from adjacent property lines of the same district and twenty-five (25) feet from adjacent agricultural or residential property lines.

SECTION 707	SPECIAL SIGNS

	707.1	Agriculturally Exempted Signs
A. Agricultural product signs:  Signs identifying the sale of agricultural products such as vegetables, eggs, straw, hay, and seeds grown or produced upon the premises may be temporarily erected upon any lot during the season in which they are available.  These signs should be removed outside of the season, and do not require a permit. 
B. Agricultural field crop seed advertising signs: Signs advertising field crop seeds are allowed in the Agricultural District, without a permit and are authorized to be up year-round.
	707.2	Future development signs:  Signs identifying the sale of subdivision lots or identifying a future construction of a structure will be considered a semi-permanent sign if the period of time exceeds sixty (60) days.  These types of signs must receive an approved permit from the township zoning office before being erected.  Applications for these signs should include the expected date of removal. All regulations in this article shall apply to this type of sign.



